
Digital	Equity,	Deeper	Learning	and	the	Cyberlearning	Community:	
	

Making	Deeper	Learning	a	Focal	Point	
In	Digital	Equity	Ini?a?ves	
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A Brief History of Digital Equity


• Na?onal	Digital	Inclusion	Alliance:	outgrowth	of	CTCNet	
• Comcast	Internet	Essen?als:	first	digital	equity	resource	at	
na?onal	scale	
• ConnectED:	White	House	partnership	with	private	sector	
• Broadband	Opportunity	Council:	27	federal	agencies	in	
2015	iden?fying	steps	they	can	take	to	narrow	the	digital	
divide	
• ConnectHome:	HUD’s	response	to	White	House	mandate	
• Community	reinvestment	act	expected	to	open	up	funding	
for	digital	equity	grants,	loans	and	equity	investments	
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Meanwhile, the Digital Divide’s Costs Grow


•  In	digital	age,	can’t	find	out	about,	apply	for,	or	qualify	for	living	
wage	jobs	without	digital	access	and	skills	

	
• Computerized	school	tes1ng	deepens	disadvantage	for	low-income	
students	who	have	fewer	or	no	opportuni1es	to	develop	keyboarding	
and	digital	literacy	skills	at	home	
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The Good News…


•  Funding	for	digital	equity	investments	about	to	grow	significantly	–	
e.g.,	for:	

•  Affordable	broadband	
•  Low-cost	hardware	
•  Some	tech	support	
•  Computer	labs	w/hands	on	training	in	low-income	housing…	
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The Bad News…


• Public	and	private	sector	digital	equity	investors	poised	to	recreate	
mistakes	of	past	25	years	of	K12	ed	tech	integra1on	

	
• No	reason	to	think	that	bank	CRA	officers,	founda1ons	and	social	
impact	investors	any	more	likely	than	ed	tech	integrators	in	K12	and	
colleges	of	educa1on	to	design	effec1ve	investments	

•  For	this	reason,	several	partners	formed	the	
Na?onal	Collabora?ve	for	Digital	Equity	to	convey	with	unified,	
authorita1ve	voice	“guiding	principles	for	effec1ve	digital	equity	
investment”	

(c)	copyright	Educa1on	Development	Cen9er,	all	rights	
reserved,	2015	



Break for quesBons, reflecBons…
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NaBonal CollaboraBve for Digital Equity
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Guiding Principles


Digital	equity	investments	must	be:	
• Systemic	
• Community-based	
• Research-based	
• Using	collec1ve	impact	
• Culturally	responsive	
• Building	capacity	for	the	community’s	digital	literacy	educators	
• Employing	con1nuous	improvement	
• Fostering	not	only	digital	equity	but	also	key	social	and	economic	
outcomes,	especially	living	wage	career	access	
• Focused	on	“Deeper	Learning”	
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ImplicaBons for Cyberlearning Community?


CL	Community	Members	are	expert	in	tech	strategies	that	foster	truly	
deeper	learning	
	
Would	be	powerful	if	CL	community	formed	short-term	working	group	to	
plan	working	sessions	at	June	2016	conference,	exploring	
Might	CL	community	members	want	to	form	longer	term	working	group	to	
(a)  Provide	guidance	to	na1on’s	digital	equity	leaders	re	best	prac1ces	to	

foster	truly	deeper	learning,	and/or		
(b)  Educate	fellow	members	re	digital	equity	challenges	and	resources	

they	could	address	and		leverage	to	heighten	their	impacts	on	STEM	
learning	results	for	the	na1on’s	low-income	learners	
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